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HYMN—#339—Today Your Mercy Calls Us
STAND

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against
the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care:

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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O LORD, OUR LORD
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. Pour into our hearts such love for
you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BE SEATED

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 28:5-9 (EHV)

5

Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people
who were standing in the house of the LORD. 6He said, “Amen! May the LORD do so! May the LORD fulfill the words you
have prophesied and bring back the vessels of the LORD’s house, and may he bring back all the exiles from Babylon to
this place. 7Nevertheless, listen now to what I have to say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The
prophets from ancient times who came before you and me prophesied war, famine, and plague against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, only when the word of that prophet actually
happens will that prophet become known as someone whom the Lord has truly sent.”
PSALM OF THE DAY

Refrain
I will sing of the LORD’S great love forever;*
I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.
I will declare that your love stands firm forever,*
that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,*
your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones.
Refrain
O LORD God Almighty, who is like you?*
You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you,*
who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD.
They rejoice in your name all day long;*
they exult in your righteousness.
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Psalm 89

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
SECOND LESSON

Romans 6:1b-11 (EHV)

1

Shall we keep on sinning so that grace may increase? 2Absolutely not! We died to sin. How can we go on living in it any longer? 3Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4We were therefore buried with him by this baptism into his death, so that just as he was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too would also walk in a new life.
5
For if we have been united with him in the likeness of his death, we will certainly also be united with him in
the likeness of his resurrection.
6
We know that our old self was crucified with him, to make our sinful body powerless, so that we would not
continue to serve sin. 7For the person who has died has been declared free from sin. 8And since we died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that since Christ has been raised from the dead, he will never die
again. Death no longer has control over him. 10For the death he died, he died to sin once and for all, but the life he
lives, he lives to God. 11In the same way also consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. Alleluia.
(Mark 8:34b)

STAND

GOSPEL

Matthew 10:34-42 (EHV)

34

“Do not think that I came to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I
came to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-inlaw. 36A man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.
37
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me. 38Whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
Page 5

40

“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41Whoever receives
a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward. Whoever receives a righteous man because he is a
righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. 42Whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water
to drink because he is my disciple—Amen I tell you—he will never lose his reward.”
After the Gospel, the congregation sings:

BE SEATED

HYMN OF THE DAY — #299—All Who Believe and Are Baptized
SERMON (sermon text Romans 6:1b-11)
STAND

NICENE CREED
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
BE SEATED

OFFERING
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“United With Jesus in Baptism”

STAND
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and
the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you
for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament.
Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole
Christian Church on earth.
C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for one another.
M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage, and grow careless in
our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of
salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions
that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and
bring your healing to troubled homes and lives.
C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
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M: Lift up your hearts.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He
sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come
the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Sanctus

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

Agnus Dei

BE SEATED

DISTRIBUTION
HYMN —#311—Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
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THANKSGIVING
STAND

THANK THE LORD

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world,
that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

HYMN — #185—O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace
Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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News And Notes
WELCOME!

Welcome to worship! We consider it a privilege to have you worship with us today. Guests, if there is anything we can
do to make your worship more meaningful, please do not hesitate to ask us. Thank you!

THANKS TO THOSE WHO SERVE
A special “thank you” to those who served their Lord by serving us this morning, our violinists, our organist, and our
ushers. Thank you for edifying and beautifying our worship with your service.
QUARTERLY OPEN FORUM AND VOTERS MEETING AFTER WORSHIP TODAY
Today following our worship, we will hold our quarterly Open Forum, followed by our Voters’ Meeting. At this meeting
we will be considering a proposed change to the church bylaws, recommended by the council, as follows:
1. Remove Article II, Section 4 that currently addresses a voting membership requirement of attending at least one
voters meeting per year and change it to what already is in place under Article II, Section 1 which reads that voting
membership shall be restricted to male communicant members eighteen (18) years of age or older.
2. Under Article IV, Section 2 the bylaws state that the term of office for all officer positions shall be two (2) years. A
person shall not hold the same office for more than two (2) consecutive terms. The church council is recommending
that this section of the bylaws be changed to the following: The term limit requirement for church officer positions
may be suspended as needed, and this shall be reviewed on a yearly basis, at the regularly scheduled voters meeting
held in January of each year.

VBS JULY 31—AUGUST 4th
Vacation Bible School is a long standing outreach of Bethany, and we need your help to make it happen this year.
There are a lot of “blanks” on our volunteer and donation signup sheets in the narthex. If you are able to help, please
sign up today so our organizers know how to proceed with planning this vital Gospel ministry. Thanks!
WEST DEER COMMUNITY DAYS — FRIDAY/SATURDAY AUGUST 4th & 5th
If you are able to assist your congregation in reaching our with the Water of Life as we sell bottled water at West Deer
Community Days, please sign up on the board in the narthex. We are also looking for a large dorm refrigerator, or a
small standard refrigerator, to keep the water cold at the event. We also are in need of an additional 10x10 canopy.
LAST WEEK’S WORSHIP
In Sunday’s worship, 34 people were fed and strengthened by the Word of God.

Our Walk For God
THIS WEEK AT BETHANY...
Mon

Tue

17

18

Pastor’s Circuit
Meeting in Girard, Ohio
9:00AM –
3:30PM

9:30am-12:00pm

Wed
19

Thu
20

Lower Level Work
Time — Join us!
7:00p Bible Study

Serving next Sunday: Altar: Kluender; Greeter: Ringler; Ushers: Team A

Fri
21

Sat
22

Sun
23
9:00a Adult Bible
Study and Sunday
School
10:30a Worship

